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Minutes 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND UPDATES 

A. The goals of the meeting were presented.  It was stated that the MPC would be asked to 
determine a preferred master plan direction from the options presented in order for the design 
team to maintain their schedule and process.   

B. An overview of the schedule and process was provided including a review of how the design 
team will interface with the School Board’s Bond Committee.  

 
2. MASTER PLAN OPTIONS 

A. An overview of the Public Design Workshop #2 was provided.  It was noted that the workshop 
was very well attended.  A hands-on exercise similar to the MPC #4 was conducted at the work 
shop.   

B. The most notable common themes from both MPC 
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acquire more land. Instead of putting track at bottom you could put it up some # of feet 
and get some parking underneath. 

5. Chris asked about a low-rise vs high rise structure/ Strong preference either way? Low-rise 
seems suburban. Let’s do height. And stout footprint takes up too much space in such a 
tight space. Low is too inward looking. First step in paradigm shift, especially if future 
elementary school is built on this site. Wider, lower model blocks sight lines. No one liked 
that. 

6. Higher space needs to ensure that design encourages community and that we don’t lose 
that connectivity that the school has now.  

7. Gerry - 4-story isn’t a low-rise. Concerns about keeping sense of community if building is 
too tall.  

8. Larry – track and field should not be too much below street level, a safety concern?  Is it 
feasible to do a tall elementary school?    

9. Carole – retaining walls along east end of site – opportunity for terraced seating. 
10. Timothy – north facing spaces, beneath bleachers, could be great for art, maker spaces; 

continuing-ed. in the evening. 
11. Peyton, through street with surface parking along south edge of site is a great 

improvement over the existing parking “pit” feeling. 
12. Chris – the suggested massing in the master plan options is flexible for now – this will be 

further considered when the building design process begins after the bond passes. 
13. Andrew – interested in the inherent efficiency factors between a low and high-rise school.  
14. Abby talked about how elevators and stairs can be designed to encourage community. 

Think strategically about where you have main components of school so that students are 
coalescing in certain places. Helps mitigate against height issue and not seeing each 
other. 

15. “3-story building with no thoughtful design purpose is worse than 8 stories that are well 
considered” 

16. (Student) Mike – everyone at Lincoln eventually has to come outside, which will be why 
courtyard and outside space is so important for helping to keep community strong.  

17. Workspace designs (Google, co-working space, etc.) offers guidelines for how to design 
collaborative spaces & helps prepare kids for future work spaces for kids. Height and 
space can help accomplish that. 

18. Can “activate” public edges of school with the field & track. Urban space is a great vehicle 
for connecting space in an urban context (Amy K). Don’t need to have building fronts.  

19. There is no other open space this big that in this part of town. Field is active, vibrant and 




